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Family

Every family has its own dynamics. Quite often they are
not perfect. Here is a little bit about Jesus' family
dynamics. “This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah
came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and
yet he did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he
had in mind to divorce her quietly.” (Matt 1:18-19)

This scripture states that Joseph was a faithful man yet
he finds himself to be in the middle of his fiancée's
unfaithfulness. He wrestles with what to do with this
dilemma, intending to divorce his wife because of it. The
scripture goes on: “But after he had considered this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit.” (Matt 1:20) God had to console
Joseph in the midst of his fear to accept mother and
baby.

God has a way of showing up in the least likely of places
and scenarios of life. He can often be found in the most
troubling circumstances.

Jesus' birth shows that He came right into the fabric of
our humanity with us in our flawed and imperfect state.
We can identify with some of these seemingly difficult
places to be in - marital unfaithfulness, rejection, divorce
and separation. Butthere is still hope to be found within
these situations. The text goes on to say: “She will give
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matt
1:21) Whatever we find our personal dilemmas to be,
Jesus can be found in them. This child that was given to
them with all of their difficulties was a gift to them. It
drew them together. This child gave them a miraculous
gift called family. In our lives, family can become a
sacred place of belonging and acceptance regardless of
the family dynamics.

Let us find shelter within our families this season.

Pastor Lyle Blackbird
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What is Family to You?

We asked our folks what is family to them and
what is something they learned from their
family growing up? Here are some of their
answers:

e Family means they are there for you; they
support you even when they know how
you are. Something | learned from my
mom was what it means to be a Christian.

e Family is someone who is good to you and
looks after you. From my granny who
basically raised me, | learned how to be
good and learned my manners.

e Family is where we feel loved, secure and
cared for and in turn care for each other.
From my family | learned a good work ethic
and had in introduction to the love of God.

e Family means learning to love and
gathering together. | learned not to be
negative with my daughter because my
mom was negative to me.

e Family is a bonding circle where everyone
has their ups and downs but we’re still
family. From my family | learned the need
to break the generational curses of drugs
and alcohol so they don’t get passed on.

e Family is the place where you build love
and security and it becomes your
community when you leave home. From
my dad | learned a strong work ethic even
though he was an alcoholic. | also learned
to stick with something once | started it.

e We had one person in our family who was
basically a wicked person and they made
life lousy for the rest of us. Now that|am
married with 3 kids, I’ve learned that a
successful, happy and loving family is a
choice you make.

My Families

My family was okay when | was growing up. My dad walked
out on my mom when | was born and things were tough for a
while. My mom met another man and he became my stepdad.
When | was about 12, we got kicked out of the place we were
staying and had no where to go. We lived in hotels and then
finally with my aunty. Also, about this age | became rebellious,
hung out with a rough crowd and began drinking. | ran away
a lot but my mom always knew where | was. | was hiding
because there was some emotional abuse going on at home
and my stepdad and | were arguing. My mom did a good job
of celebrating birthdays and Christmas; | have lots of good
memories of those. When my mom found God, we all (by now
| had 5 siblings) started going to church. Then | found God
and got involved in helping with the kids club, the bus ministry
and was part of the youth group. Then | fell away from God
and my life and walk with God became a roller coaster.

Now | am a mom myself with a 6-year-old and a 1-month-old.
When my first child was born | had a lot of help from my mom
and siblings in taking care of her. | slowly began to get my life
together. | have rededicated my life to God and go to church
now at BAF. My partner, Tristan, and | are trying to raise our
children God's way. We want the kids to go to a Christian
school. We don't fight or argue a lot which is different from
when | grew up. We want to provide for our kids always. It
feels like it's “all good” now!

A young mom’s story as told to the Editor
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